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Death of a Crimean Veteran at Llanelly

There are in this world of ours many notable
persons, and whenever their number is reduced
by  death  our  sympathy  always  goes  out  to
those who may in any way be affected. There
are  those  who have earned the  public  regard
and estimation, if not the right to posterity for
their intellectual capacity, and others for their
deeds of daring in their country's behalf. How
one admires the conduct of men who have been
participants in some great engagement on sea
or land. How the charge of Balacklava thrilled
our people with glory and emulation ! It was
indeed a wonderful event, when we remember
the treatment meted out to the Light Brigade by
the enemy. Of the six hundred who obeyed that
never-to-be-forgotten  command,  how  few  in
number  were  those  who  remained to  tell  the
tale. Here and there we chance across one of
the  survivors;  and  with  what  an  amount  of
justifiable pride are the battle-field experiences
narrated.  Last  Sunday afternoon one of  these
Crimean  veterans  was  living in  Llanelly,  but
while  the  shades  of  night  were  falling  he
"crossed  the  bar."  His  name  was  Thomas
McNally,  and  he  resided  with  William
Richards, at 14, Annesley Street, Llanelly. The
story  of  McNally's  military  career  has  often
been told, but a passing reference to it may not,
under  the  circumstances,  be  out  of  place.  As
can at once be seen he was of Irish extraction.
His parents resided in Dublin, and it was in the
year  1827  that  he  made  his  entry  into  the
world.  Nineteen  years  later,  in  1846,  he
definitely decided to follow the example set by
so many  loyal  Irishmen,  namely,  to  don Her
Majesty's uniform ; and on the 8th of that year
be  enlisted  in  the  13th  Light  Dragoons,  now
known as the Hussars. From his own point of
view  he  was  fortunate,  inasmuch  that  his
regiment was one of those that  embarked for
the  Crimean  campaign,  and  he  had  an
interesting  way,  when pressed,  of  giving one
the benefit of his experiences. He possessed a
Turkish  medal,  dated  1854,  and  a  Crimean

medal for the following year, together, with
one for long service and good conduct, the
four bars above them recording engagements
at  Sebastopol,  Inkerman,  Balacklava,  and
Alma.  McNally  never  got  higher  than  the
rank of a private, but it is safe to assume that
had he been as educated as he was daring, a
responsible  position  would  have  fallen  to
him.  He  was  an  exceedingly  steady  and
trustworthy  soldier,  and  it  afforded  much
pleasure to him when attention was drawn to
the five badges on the arm for good conduct.
To Achieve such a distinction is sufficient of
itself to make any soldier proud. Owing to
the terms of enlistment which then existed,
McNally was sworn in for a period of twenty
four years, but he actually served for twenty
five  years  and  sixty  two  days,  which  fact
serves to show the depth of his patriotism.
When in 1871 he was discharged from the
army, he received a pension of 7s. 10½d. per
week, a truly magnificent sum with which to
keep  body and  soul  together!  That  was  in
excess of the amounts received by many of
his comrades by reason of his extra service
and  exceptionally  good  behaviour.  In
passing,  it  may  be  stated  that  never  was
Private McNally confined in a guard room.
His  pension  was  made  up  thus  :  usual
weekly allowance, 4s. 8d. ; extra allowance,
as already explained, 3½d. ; for each good
conduct badge, 7d. For some time McNally
kept  a  public  house known as  the “ Army
and Navy," in Pembroke, and it was during
his residence there that his wife was carried
away by the hand of that grim visitor, Death,
to whom we are told we must  all  give in.
Four  years  later  McNally  gave  up  the
business  and  made  his  way  to  Llanelly,
putting up at the house where he ended his
days. Had he been spared until next May his
sojourn  amongst  us  would  have  extended
over seven years. He entered the service of
Dr.  Buckley  as  a  groom,  and  on  that
gentlemen's retirement from public practice,
McNally was retained by his successor Dr.
Roderick. Subsequently he was employed at
an ærated water works, but in January of last
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year severe illness compelled him to relinquish
his position. At intervals his illness caused him
much suffering and it was seldom that he was
to  be  seen  outside  the  house.  His  medical
attendant  was  his  former  employer,  Dr.
Roderick,  but  the  latter's  efforts  were
unavailing.  During  Saturday,  he  sank  rapidly
and  at  seven  o’clock  in  the  evening  of  the
following  day,  he  passed  over  to  the  great
majority.  The chief  cause  of  death  was  heart
disease,  accentuated  by  other  ailments.
Notwithstanding  his  advanced  age  and  the
hardships  of  his  earlier  life,  McNally  was  of
striking  appearance.  From  his  unmistakable
military  carriage  one  could  easily  guess  the
nature  of  the  calling  he  had  followed.  In
November, 1893, he was one of the guests at a
banquet  given  in  Cardiff,  to  the  Crimean
heroes  and had he  been able  to  go there,  he
would have been one of the band of gallants,
who occupied the Crimean stand provided by a
London  journalist  on  the  occasion  of  the
Diamond Jubilee procession. McNally has not
left any children, but whether he has left any
relatives cannot be stated with certainty. Some
people  assert  that  relatives  are  living  in
Preston,  Lancashire  and  others  deny  that.  In
any case the question presents itself. What is to
be done with the military souvenirs ? It is said
that  McNally had a small  deposit  in the Post
Office  and  that  he  was  insured  for  £29,  but
with these the public have no concern. It would
though,  be interesting to  know what  is  to be
done with the medals,  etc.  Unpleasant stories
have been circulated and we know for a fact
that  a  solicitor  has  been  consulted  on  the
matter. Meanwhile the will is in the possession
of the Rev Father Byrne, who ministered at the
death-bed. 

THE  SOUTH  WALES  PRESS,
FEBRUARY 24, 1898

CRIMEAN  VETERAN'S  INTERMENT.
MEMORABLE EVENT AT LLANELLY. 

The  remains  of,  Trooper  McNally,  to
whose death reference was last week made in
the SOUTH WALES PRESS, were interred in

the  Box  Cemetery,  Llanelly,  on  Friday
afternoon,  with  befitting  ceremony  and
solemnity. About three o'clock a service was
held in the Roman Catholic Church, Lloyd
Street, conducted by the Rev. Father Byrne,
at  which  were  present  the  friends  of  the
deceased, together with a number of officers.
The congregation was a large one, and the
service,  as  is  always  the  case,  was  very
impressive.  Meantime,  volunteers,  police
and  firemen  had  taken  up  their  position
outside the church, where again there was a
large  number  of  people.  There  were  about
forty volunteers on parade, including a firing
party of fourteen in charge of Sergt.  W. T.
Davies.  The  officers  present  were.  Major
Bythway, Major Roderick, Captain Phillips,
Lieutenant  Evans,  Quarter-master  Sergt.
Foster,  and  Sergt.  Jones.  The  Carmarthen
Company  was  represented  by  Drill.
Instructor Sergt. Weeks,  and Sergt.  Rogers.
Lieutenant  Buckley  and  Sergt.  Samuel,  of
the  Pembrokeshire  Yeomanry,  were  also
present. The posse of police, thirty all told,
was in the command of the superintendent,
Captain  Scott,  the  officers  in  attendance
being  Inspector  Thomas,  Sergts.  Evans,
Hopkins,  Harries,  Williams,  and  Mitchell
Moore. Conductor David John accompanied
the  seventeen  firemen.  Three  Crimean
veterans,  named  Thomas  Connif,  Michael
Bryne,  and  Willis  turned  out  with  their
medals  on their  breasts,  and how touching
the  proceedings  must  have  been  to  them.
The funeral cortege started from the Church
and  proceeded  very  slowly  along  Murray
Street, Stepney Street, to the Box Cemetery
as  already  stated.  All  along  the  route  the
footpaths were lined with people,  and as a
token of the great respect in which McNally
was  held  on account  of  his  private  life  as
well as his military career, most of the blinds
were  drawn,  whilst  many  business  houses
were temporarily closed. A cab occupied by
the  Rev  Father  Byrne,  took  the  lead,  the
others following in this order :-Firing party,
band,  lurry in lieu of  gun carriage bearing
coffin,  three  veterans  of  the  Crimea,  two
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mourning  coaches  volunteer  police,  firemen.
The  firing  party  marched  with  their  arms
reversed,  and  the  coffin  was  covered  by  the
Union Jack on the top of which were placed a
wreath,  helmet  and  sword.  The  gun  carriage
was  drawn  by  a  heavy  black  horse,  and
immediately  behind  was  a  chestnut  charger
belonging to Lieutenant Buckley. The charger
was riderless ; the usual position of the jack-
boots and spurs was reversed. A young man,
named David Williams, a groom in the service
of Lieutenant Buckley, led the charger even to
the graveside. Here, in the presence of a large
gathering,  the  last  rites  were  pronounced  by
Rev Father Bryne, and three volleys were fired
by twelve volunteers. It is much to be regretted
that  the  funeral  was  not  attended  by  full
military honours. Everything was done with a
view to bringing this about, but the War Office,
which has been described as being the worst of
the many government  departments,  could not
see  its  way  to  lend  any  assistance.
Communications had been sent to every likely
quarter, and it is most likely that Sir John Jones
Jenkins, M.P., had he not been confined to his
house, would have ended his influence with the
minister for war. The circumstances were fully
explained  to  Mr  Gwllym  Evans,  Liberal
candidate for the borough, who was at the time
staying  at  the  Hotel  Metropole,  and  he  was
asked  to  obtain  the  assistance  of  the  Welsh
members in getting a full military funeral for
McNally,  which,  of  course,  meant  that
detachments  should  be  present  from  the
standing  army.   It  would  serve  to  awaken  a
soldierly enthusiasm among the young men of
the town, said the Rev. Father Byrne, that the
brave dead should be honoured over his grave.
The telegraphic reply received was :-  "Every
effort  made.  Military  funeral  impossible.
Particulars  follow.”  The  foregoing  was
followed  by  a  letter  from  Mr.  Evans,  who
wrote  thus  :   “Immediately  I  received  your
letter,  I  set  about the task assigned to me by
you and my fellow-townsmen,  with  pleasure,
and I am sorry to add, without success. I met
Mr.  David  Randell,  M.P.,  and  he  kindly
introduced  me  to  Major  General  Cleary,

Deputy  Adjutant  of  the  Forces.  and  he
assured us that it is contrary to regulations to
give  a  military  funeral  to  anyone  on  the
retired list, and that if McNally had been a
general,  no  such  funeral  could  have  been
given  him.  For  my  own  satisfaction  and
yours,  and  those  who  have  moved  in  the
matter, I asked for a written reply, and you
are at liberty to make any use of it you like. I
wish  to  call  your  attention  to  the  last
paragraph,  which  is  a  direct  reply  to  my
representations that exception had in the past
been  made.  I  quite  agree  with  you  that  it
would be a good thing for the Army if the
authorities  would  do  more  honour  to  the
heroes  who  have  served  and  deserved  so
well  of  their  country."  The  written  reply
referred to is  from the office of the Under
Secretary of State, and runs as follows :-"I
am directed by the Secretary of State for War
to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of
this date, relative to the wish that a military
funeral  be  accorded  in  the  case  of  Mr
Thomas McNally, formerly a private in the
13th  Light  Dragoons,  who  fought  at
Balaklava.  In  reply,  I  am  to  express  the
Commander-in-Chief’s  regret  that  as  the
regulations only permit  funerals  to officers
and  men  on  the  active  list,  and  actually
serving,  the  above  request  cannot  be
sanctioned.  I  am  to  add  that  there  is  no
record of permission having been given from
head-quarters in exception of the regulations
under  this  head."  It  may  be  asked  if  the
officer  commanding  the  South  Wales
District,  in  reply  to  a  request  for  a  gun
carriage and detachment of men, could not
have sent a more acceptable wire than this:
" Distance too far. Arrange with Volunteers."
The aforesaid distance is that lying between
Llanelly and Cardiff. The lack of enthusiasm
and regard on the part of the War Office has
been strongly condemned, and is not likely
to be soon forgotten. 
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